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WHAT BROUGHT US TO 
NORTHERN COLORADO?



http://rockyweb.cr.usgs.gov/outreach/mapcatalog/images/culture/principal_explorers_10x14.pdf



http://history-map.com



Worthington Whittredge (1820–1910), On the Cache La Poudre River, Colorado, 1876, oil on canvas, Amon Carter Museum, 
Fort Worth, Texas, 1975.4



http://history-map.com





Question 1 – What Attracts Today?

 What attracts new residents and businesses to 
Northern Colorado today?



ABOUT OUR REGION



Natural Resources



Product
Larimer

(acres harvested)
Weld

(acres harvested)

Barley 1,800 9,400

Corn for Grain 6,900 55,900

Dry Beans 1,600 18,900

Hay, Alfalfa 17,500 83,000

Hay, Other 14,500 38,000

Oats ---- ----

Potatoes, all ---- ----

Sorghum, Grain ---- 500

Sugar Beets 2,700 13,300

Sunflowers, all 600 10,700

All Wheat 7,300 125,400

Source: Agricultural Statistics 2006

Agricultural Production





















http://www.coloradowatertrust.org/images/uploads/southplatte.jpg











Air Quality



Energy



Wind Power

http://http://www.windpoweringamerica.gov/images/windmaps/co_50m_800.jpg







Transportation Resources



Functional Class Miles

Freeway 113

Expressway 180

Major Arterial 565

Minor Arterial 624

Collector 1,135

Ramps 14

Frontage Road 69

Total
2,700

Source: North Front Range 2005 Base Year Regional Travel Model, MPO boundary

Lane Miles





Accident Rates on North-South Corridors



2005 Bus Routes



Rail System





Airports



Roadway Surface Conditions



Figure 6. Hazardous and Nuclear Materials Routes



County
Inbound Tonnage (thousands)

Outbound Tonnage 
(thousands)

Total Tonnage (thousands)

1998 2004 1998 2004 1998 2004
Larimer 6,056.6 9,351.8 3,057.4 10,042.1 9,114.0 19,393.9
Weld 6,085.8 8,997.4 5,638.9 15,711.3 11,724.7 24,708.7

Source: Global Insight Transearch Database, 2004.
Figure 10. Existing Truck Traffic



Figure 12. River Trails



THE REGIONAL REALITY



Growth in Households & Employment

64,000

139,000

51,000

104,000

73,000

67,000

53,000

47,000

0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

Larim er

County

W eld

C ounty

Larim er

County

W eld

C ounty

Households Em ployment

2030

2005

Households and Employment
(areas within M PO)

151,000

(46%)

102,000

(101%)

206,000

(48%)

137,000

(114%)



Population & Employment Growth
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2030 Regional 
Travel Patterns



“I get up at 4:15am.  If I get there early, I read.  
I never thought I could sit at the meeting place 
and read my book (in the park and ride).   On 
the way home, we get to the park and ride at 
5pm...  5:10pm at my house.”





Housing Cost Burden (2006-2008)

Larimer Weld
Owners with mortgage 37% 39%
Owners without mortgage 12% 19%
Renters 55% 49%

Percent paying 30 percent or more of income for housing
Source: American Community Survey, 2006-2008



Foreclosures before Recession

Source: http://www.realtytrac.com



Ageing Population

 30% of the region’s new 
growth will be people 
over 55 years of age.



Question 2 – Type of Region

 What should our relationship to Denver be?

 What should our relationship to Cheyenne be?

 Jobs
 Entertainment
 Access to Services
 Housing
 Transportation



SELLING THE REGION



21st Century Philosopher, Aaronius Fodgeum

Leadership is taking the 
unknown and making it 

your own 
(aka. - sell the region)



Larimer County

Weld County



FY 2009 ESTIMATED STATE 
MEDIAN INCOME, BY FAMILY SIZE 
 Colorado $75,775

 Wyoming $71,559

 Nebraska $68,917

 Kansas $67,897

 Utah $63,586

 New Mexico $52,034

Estimated State median income for a four-person family

http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/income/medincsizeandstate.html 



School Districts

http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdereval/download/PDF/Maps/map-district-county.pdf



Educated Population



Arrest by Crime

Data Source: Larimer Compass / Colorado Bureau of Investigation (CBI)



Region vs. Region













































Question 3 – Selling the Region

 Take away the names of our towns, cities, and 
counties.

 If you were asked to describe our region to 
someone else, what would you say?



THANKS FOR THE 
OPPORTUNITY

AARON FODGE
NFRMPO
970-224-6162
AFODGE@NFRMPO.ORG


